    DONYATT PARISH COUNCIL
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Minutes of the meeting held on 10th January 2022 held in the David Willis room at 7.30pm
COUNCILLORS PRESENT: W. Porritt, K. Light, D. Light and L. Arscott 

Also, present: D.C. Martin Wale (Acting), 3 members of the public and the Clerk Heather Bryant.
Cllr W Porritt (Vice Chairman) was in the Chair as the Chairman was not present. Cllr Porritt paid tribute to Linda Vijeh who has retired from SCC & DC Councils on 31.12.21
22/1
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND TO CONSIDER ACCEPTANCE OF THE REASONS
RESOLVED: to approve the apologies of Cllrs West, Attlesey and Grabham for the reasons given.
22/2
TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND APPROVE ANY DISPENSATIONS  

None received.

22/3
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8th NOVEMBER 2021
 RESOLVED: the approval of these minutes as a true record.
Cllr Porritt reported that in the previous minutes it stated that the Clerk had some information in regard to 
to County’s next round of Small Improvement Schemes from a County Councillor. The Clerk replied that the minute stated that she would copy to the Chairman which she had done. 

ACTION: The Clerk agreed to copy in all Councillors
22/4
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

Sponsors: Cllr Porritt, Cllr David Light and Cllr Kay Light
 RESOLVED: for future meetings to return to the meeting room instead of the main hall (The vote was recorded as 4 in favour) Covid risk assessment will be updated accordingly. 
This was contrary to the advice from the Clerk who stated that the Council as a Corporate Body has a duty of care to employees, attending public and their selves. The Council should wait to see how this epidemic develops further before making a decision. 
22/5
MATTERS ARISING AND OUTSTANDING ACTIONS.

Cllr Porritt raised two questions in regard to the Small Improvement Scheme (SIS) (See Min: No: 22/11 B)
22/6
CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCMENTS


The Chairman was not present
22/7
DISTRICT COUNCIL AND COUNTY COUNCIL REPORTS

C.C. & D.C. Linda Vijeh sent a final written report (31.12.21) which had been emailed to Councillors.

Acting D.C. Wale reported on the following:
· Somerset Waste Partnership – problems that some residents are experiencing with bins not being  
collected on the scheduled day or missing bins collection entirely.

· Reorganisation of Somerset becoming a Unity Authority
· Planning

. 
22/8
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no questions from the public at this point
22/9
BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 22/23
RESOLVED: setting a precept of £9,350 for the above year under the power of Local Government Finance Act 1992 Section 41
22/10
PLANNING MATTERS

To Note: Tree Preservation Order 2021-W1
Any trees or woody shrubs of any size or species (with the exclusion of Laurel) that are located within the area of woodland at Willetts & Paull’s copse, Chilworthy Lane, Peasmarsh. TA19 0SH
22/11
HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATH MATTERS


A)    Reports
· Highway Representative- Cllr Bill Porritt – The Clerk reported that the re-surfacing of the A358 will take place in Financial Year 22/23
· Traffic Working Party report – There was nothing to report
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· Parish Path Liaison Officer – Cllr Light reported that paths are all in order. SCC are quite good with support.
B) Any updates and consider any actions

Small Improvement Scheme

1) Email received from Andrew Nellist (dated 13.12.21)
The RSA3 was completed, and some minor issues raised:

· Some minor vegetation cut-back to improve forward visibility to a warning sign – a works order is being raised for this;

· The provision of yellow backing to a chevron sign, for consistency with its neighbours – this will be part of the same works order;

· The refresh of the junction markings at A358/ Church Street – this has been passed to our maintenance team for consideration within a future maintenance programme (and will not now be monitored as part of this scheme).
He also commissioned a further set of speed surveys, to check if there was any issue affecting the previous post-completion surveys that yielded disappointing results, such as seasonal differences between survey periods.  These further surveys were completed in November, and he has just had the results back.  Unfortunately, although some speeds have reduced somewhat compared to the surveys undertaken in June 2021, they continue to be disappointing.

ACTION: It was agreed that the Clerk to contact Andrew Nellist to ask him when the ‘real’ Audit will take place.
2) Elected Members & Town or Parish Council Questionnaire
Cllr Porritt asked the Clerk she was tasked at the last meeting to find what happened to this questionnaire and had it been sent. The Clerk replied that she understood the Councillors were sending in the questionnaire individually. ACTION: that the Clerk will consult with the Chairman, Cllr West.
The Chairman adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to speak.
Stibbear Lane 
A member of the public who has a farm along Stibbear Lane spoke on the gullies along Stibbear Lane including gullies that are damaged.
The Council advised that he should speak to Cllr Attlesey (who the MOP knows) as he is dealing with problem gullies along this stretch of road
C) Speed Indicator Device

A Cllr from Tatworth Parish Council reported that her Council had recently bought a SID that can be moved to C.H. approve sites in the village. The cost of a SID is around £3,500 and it cost Tatworth P.C. around £328 to have one of their members Chapter 8 trained. 
The Chairman re-convened the meeting
ACTION: It was agreed that Cllrs Porritt, David Light & Kay Light to form a Working Group to investigate the procurement of a SID by speaking to other parishes including Tatworth PC. 

Horton P.C. has asked if Donyatt P.C. would be interested in discussing the purchase of a joint speed indicator device with Horton & Broadway. 
ACTION: It was agreed that the Clerk to reply to Horton P.C. that Donyatt P.C. is looking into purchasing a SID on their own
D) Street Lighting – Pound Hill – 
Cllr Porritt reported that he had been corresponding with the Street Light Department at Somerset County Council but now he was advised that this matter had been elevated to a Stage Two complaint and was asked to explain the details of his complaint. Cllr Porritt is now waiting for the outcome of the complaint.
22/12
DEFIBRILLATOR 


The Clerk reported that the defibrillator pads are out of dated and need replacing

RESOLVED: that the Clerk can purchase the pads at around £35.00 

ACTION: the Clerk to purchase the pads
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22/13
FINANCIAL

Insurance Renewal 
To Note: Due on 21.1.2022 at a cost of £218 (No increase from last year) Cllr Light asked for a copy of the insurance schedule
ACTION: The Clerk will forward a copy of the insurance schedule
FINANCIAL REPORTS AND CHEQUES FOR PAYMENT
1037
H Bryant Dec/Jan


£354.94



1038
HMRC




£  44.40


1039
HMRC




£  44.40


1040
DVH



  
 £24.00


1041
Society of Local Council Clerks
 
 £71.00

1042
Information Commissioner Office
 £40.00

1043
Insurance



£218.00

             1044   H Bryant expenses
  
 
£16.30

RESOLVED: that this Council approves the schedule of cheques and the Financial Report subject to the requirements of our Risk Assessment Document.
22/14
POLICY REVIEWS (Deferred from last month)

RESOLVED:  to adopt the following policies as presented

Communications Policy


Social Media Policy


Complaints Procedure


Grants Policy
22/15
CLERK’S REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE

Noted


New Somerset Council – Local Community Networks

Letter from the Church

22/16
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES

Village Hall – Cllr Porritt
Cllr Porritt reported that hiring the Village Hall is slowly increasing and there is a swampy piece of ground near the fence which will need attention.

Donyatt Recreation Area – Cllr Kay Light
Cllr Kay Light reported that the Recreation Ground Committee was unsuccessful in obtaining a Grant from the Lottery. The Committee has applied for a Tesco Community Grant. 
ACTION: The Clerk will send a Donyatt Grant form to Donyatt Recreation Area.
22/17
MATTERS FOR REPORT ONLY – DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

Cllr David Light suggested the following headings under this item:
· Summary of agreed actions from the meeting.

· Discussion of urgent action.
· Items to be included for the next agenda

· Date, time and venue for the next meeting  
ACTION: The Clerk agreed to include for future agendas
The date of the next scheduled meeting will be held 14th March 2022, at 7.30pm in the David Willis room. (Min No: 22/4 applies)
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.56pm
