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Minutes of the meeting held on 9th May 2022 held in the David Willis room at 7.30pm
COUNCILLORS PRESENT: P West (Chairman) J. Attlesey, M Grabham, D. Light, K. Light and B Porritt.

Also, present: The Clerk Heather Bryant.
REPORTS FROM: - 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR – not present 

DISTRICT COUNCIL – D.C. Buckler sent his apologies
22/35
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Cllr Grabham nominated the present Chairman Cllr Phil West, seconded by Cllr Attlesey

Councillor Bill Porritt nominated Cllr David Light, seconded by Cllr Kay Light.

RESOLVED: to elect Cllr Phil West as Chairman for the forthcoming year. (The vote was recoded as 3 for Cllr Phil West and 3 for Cllr David Light.) The Chairman used his casting vote for Cllr Phil West. 
The Chairman duly signed a Declaration of Office Form
22/36
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
The Clerk confirmed that the Councillors who were present had signed their Declaration of Office Form.
22/37
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND TO CONSIDER ACCEPTANCE OF THE REASONS

All present
22/38
CO-OPTION OF ONE COUNCILLOR TO FILL A VACANCY ON THE COUNCIL


No candidates had come forward. 
22/39
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN


RESOLVED: to elect Cllr David Light as Vice-Chairman for the forthcoming year

22/40
TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND APPROVE ANY DISPENSATIONS  


None received
22/41
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 14TH MARCH 2022
 After discussion it was RESOLVED to approve the minutes as a true record. (5 in favour, 1 abstention)
22/42
MATTERS ARISING AND OUTSTANDING ACTIONS

The Chairman stated that he would note any action arising and generate a template.
22/43
CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCMENTS

The Chairman had nothing to report

22/44
STAFFING COMMITTEE
RESOLVED:  To appoint Cllrs Jim Attlesey, David Light and Bill Porritt to a Staffing Committee of the Council. (5 in favour, 1 abstention) Terms of Reference will need to be drawn up. 
The Clerk said she would try to find some examples.
22/45
TO APPOINT MEMBERS TO SERVE ON OUTSIDE BODIES

RESOLVED:  to appoint the following Cllrs

Village Hall Committee – Cllrs Porritt and Cllr Grabham

Recreational Committee – Cllr Kay Light

Highway Representative – Cllr Bill Porritt

Parish Path Liaison Officer – Cllr David Light
22/46
REVIEW OF COUNCIL POLICIES 

Standing Orders – adopted 12.9.16 Min No 16/115.Recommend to review in 22/23

Financial Regulations – adopted 1311.19 Min No 19/100. Recommend to review in 22/23

Risk Assessment – adopted 8.3.21. Min No 31/31. Recommended to review every year


Code of Practice for handling complaints – adopted 10.1.22. Recommend to review in 23/24

Protocol on Communications – adopted 10.1.22. Min No. 22/14. Recommend to review in 23/24


Social Media -
adopted 10.1.22. Min No. 22/14. Recommend to review in 23/24


Privacy Policies – adopted 7.7.18. Min No 18/93. Recommend to review in 22/23

TO NOTE: the above recommendations as the aim for a review. Reviews can be carried out earlier if there are legislation changes, advised by NALC or the Council, a Cllr, Clerk requests a review.
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TO NOTE: Any further Policies, Terms of Reference or Risk Assessments that should be carried out for the year 2022/23, for example
Bullying & Harassment Policy,
Grievance Policy.     Disciplinary Policy

22/47
NEW CODE OF CONDUCT

To Consider – Adoption of the new Code - Deferred until the next meeting

Councillors to read through the New Code of Conduct

22/48
PLANNING MATTERS

Willetts Copse
Cllr David Light reported the large mobile home has been removed and the site is now deserted.
22/49
HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATH MATTERS


A)    Reports – There was nothing to report on the following
· Highway Representative

· Traffic Working Party report

· Parish Path Liaison Officer

B) Any updates and consider any actions
Small Improvement Schemes (present) – It was agreed to take off the agenda.
Stibbear Lane 

Cllr Attlesey reported that although the ditch is dry at present, it is higher than the road. The drain adjacent to the ditch needs digging out. A further site meeting with County Highways Derek Davies would be useful.

The Clerk will arrange

Street Lighting – Pound Hill
It was agreed to investigate changing the bulbs to LED Lamps
Cllr Bill Porritt to action

22/50
FINANCIAL
A) ACCOUNTS FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2021/22 
The accounts are still with the Internal Auditor – Defer 1) 2) 3) 4) until an extra meeting before 30.6.22
(1) TO CONSIDER: the report from the Internal Auditor


(2) TO CONSIDER: This Council certifies themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations (Income and Expenditure below £25,000)
(3) TO CONSIDER:  that as members of Donyatt Parish Council we acknowledge our responsibility for the preparation of the accounts and confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with respect to the Council’s accounts for the year ended on 31.3.22 that we agree YES to questions 1-8. (Trust funds not applicable) of the Annual Governance Statement
(4) TO CONSIDER: In accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 1999, this council approves the accounts for year ending 31.3.22 
B) FINANCIAL REPORTS AND CHEQUES FOR PAYMENT
RESOLVED:  that this Council approves the schedule of cheques and the Financial Report subject to the requirements of our Risk Assessment Document. (The vote was recorded as 5 in favour, 1 against)
1071
H Bryant April/May


 £355.34
1072
HMRC




 £  44.20


1073
HMRC




 £  44.40


1074
DVH



  
   £14.00


1075
DVH Grant



£1750.00
             1076   
Donyatt Church (Farnham Graves)
£1000.00


1077
Donyatt Church (Fabric a/c)

£2000.00


1078
DRAG




£2500.00

Action - Cllrs need to have a better understanding of Donyatt Parish Council’s finances. Those Cllrs who wish to do so to meet with the Chairman and the Clerk


Action – The bank mandate needs updating. The Clerk to investigate online banking with Unity Trust
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22/51
THE RESTORATION OF THE PARISH COUNCIL’S RELATIONSHIP WITH DRAC
It was agreed that The Chairman and Cllr Light would meet with DRAC in person to apologize for the mix up with the grant awards.
22/52
THE CREATION OF THE ROLE OF A COMMUNITY EVENTS ORGANIZER. 
Cllr Kay Light stated that she would like to organise a bonfire to represent a Beacon for the night of 2nd June. Donyatt Recreational Ground Committee has agreed that the PC can use the RG as long as insurance was covered. After a full discussion, which included publicity and bonfire material, it was agreed to go ahead. The Clerk reported that a Risk Assessment would be required 

 Action – the Council

22/53
 CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk had nothing to report
22/54
MATTERS FOR REPORT ONLY

· Summary of agreed actions from the meeting. What Action, by whom, by when and when completed. - Actions noted in bold in the minutes
· Discussion of urgent action. – there was no urgent action
· Items to be included for the next agenda – Approval of the Accounts for year 21/22
· Date, time and venue for the next meeting – Venue, David Willis Room, Donyatt Village Hall. Date, time to be arranged but before 30.6.22 

The Chairman closed the meeting
